environmental affairs
Cepariment;

Ervironmental Affairs
REPUBLIC OF 80UTH AFRICA

E2

Private Bag X 447- PRETORIA « 0001- Fedsure Bullding - 315 Pretorius Street - PRETORIA.
' Yel {+ 27 12) 310 3911 - Fax {+ 2712) 322 2682

Reforence: 1211212041188
' Enguiriaen: Leralo Mokoena .
Telaphona: 012-310-3137 Fax: 042-320-7539 E-mail: limokosna@dest gov.za

Ms Mmamoloko Seabe
Eskom Holdings Limited
PO Box 1091
Johannesburg

001

Fax: (011) 800-3917
PER FACSIMILE / AL
Dear Ms Seabs

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION: THE PROPOSED
CONSTRUCTION OF THE DWAALBOOM 132KV SWITCHING STATION AND
- ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, NORTH WEST PROVINCE (REFERENCE NO.
12/12120/1188) |

Wéih reference iéa the abovementioned application, please be advised that the ﬁ@gaﬁn}ehi has
decided fo grant authorisation. The environmental authorisation and reasons for the decision
are altached herewith. :

In terms of regulation 10{2) of the Environmental impact Assessment Regulations, 2008, you
are instructed to nofify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing and within ten

{10} calendar days of the date of this letter, of the Depariment’s decision in respect of your
application a3 well as the provisions regarding the submission of appeals thal are provided for
in the regulations. _ '

Your attention is drawn fo Chapler 7 of the Regulations which regulates appeal procedurss.

Attached please find a simpiified copy of the appeals procedure to be followed. Kindly include a
copy of this procedure with the later of notification to interested and affecied parties.
A copy of the official appeal form can be oblained from:

Mr PKM Refief Appeals Administrator  Tel: (012) 310 3705 ~p{eﬁaf@deai.g9v,za; or
MrHGroveé  Appeals Administrator  Tel: (012) 310 3070 hgrove@deat gov.za

at the Department.




Should any pady; including you, wish fo appeal any aspeci of the d-eciéisn, ﬁaéylyf)u' must, inler
alia, lodge a nofice of intention 1o appeal with the Minister, within 10 days of recelving nolice of
the decision, by means of one of the following methods:

By facsimile:  (012) 320 7561;
By post: Private Bag X447, Preloria, 0001; or

By hand; nd Floor, Fedsure Forum Building, North Tower, ¢nr. Van der Wall and -
Preforius Streets, Pretoria. ' _ '

You {the appiicant) must also serve a copy of the notice of intention m'appea{ on all registered
interested and affected parties as well as a notice indicating where, and for what period, the
appeal submission will be available for inspection. o '

Please include the Depariment in the list of interested and affected parties, nolified through
your notification letter fo interasiad and affected parties, for record purposes. -

The auffiorised activityfies shall not commence within thirly {30} days of the date of signature of
the authorisation. Further, please note that the minister may, on receipt of appeals against the
authorisation or conditions thereof suspend the authorisation pending the oulcome of the
appeals procedure. _ '

Yours fathiully

Depariment of Environmental Affairs
DATE: it Mocermber 2009

G SemanihaBush:  NEMAI Consulting Fax (011) 781 1731

Appaals Administrators o DEA




APPLALS ?Rﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬁ?ﬁ ZN TERMS OF ﬂCHA?TER 7 GF R. 385 GF 2006 TO Eﬁ FOLLQW&E* ﬁ‘f THE AF?LEANT
AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT OF NOTIFICATION OF AN Eﬂ\? Rﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁé_

;WTHGRJS&TK}N

APPLICANT

. iﬁ?ERESTEﬁ AND A??ESTEB PARTIES {IAPs)

1.

Receive nolice of Environmental Authorisation from | 1,

the relevant Competent Authority

Receive nofice of Environmental Authorisation from
Applicant/Consultant

2

 Within 10 days of receipt of notification, nofify the | 2.

relevant Compelent Authority and -all IAPs of
intention to appeal

Within 10 days of receipt of aotification, noﬁfy the |
relevant Competent Authority of mteni;on to appeal

. Notification served by the Appﬁc:ani musi include: 3

3.1. A copy of the notice of intention to appeal; and

3.2, A nolies indicating where and for what period
the appeal submission will be available for
ingpection by all 1APs

Appellant must serve onthe Applicant

3.1, A capy of the notice of intention to appeal

3.2. A nolice indicating where and for what period the
- appeal submission will be available for inspection
by the applicant '

The appeal must be submiled to the relevanl | 4,

Compatent Authorty or delegated organ of State
within 30 days of § odg;ng of the notice of intention to
anpeal:

The appest must be submr&iad o the reievani

. Competent Authority or delegated organ of State within

30 days of lodging of the notice of infention to appeal

- A person or organ of state that receives notice of an | 5

appeal may submif a responding statement 1o ihe
relevant Conipetant Authority or delegated organ of
state within 30 days from the date that the appeal
submission was made available for inspaction by the
appeitant

An Applicant that receives mﬁce of an appeal may
submit & responding statement fo the relevant
Competent Authority or delegated organ of State within
30 days from the date the appeal submission was made
available for inspection by the appellant :

HOTES:

1. An &pp&ai against 2 decision mu@i be lodged w&th - '
a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs if the decision was sssued by the Darecicr- General of the
' Depaﬂmerzi of Environmental Affairs {or another official) acting in his her capacity as the delegated Competert

Authority;

b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development if the applicant is the Department of Water Affairs and
the decision was issued by the Director- General of the Department of Environmental Affairs (or another official)
acting in his/ her capasity as the delegated Competent Authority;

¢} the MEC it the dacision was Issued by the Head of Depariment (or another official} acting in his/ her capacity as

the delegated Competent Authority;
d) the delsgated organ of state where relevant

2. An appeai iedged wsih
a} the Minister of Water and Envxmnmen‘tﬁi Affairs must be submitted fo the erartmeai of Environmental Affalrs
by the Mzmszer of Just foe and Cons%azu‘tmnal Devefapment must be submrtted o the Daparimant of Environmental

Affairs;

¢) the MEC mﬁsi be submitted to the provincial department respgnsibe le for anvironmental affairs;
d) the dei@gaied organ of siata, where relevant, must be submitted to the delegated ongan of state.

3. An appeal must be:
8} on an official form a%azaanaﬁ 2 of published by the relevant departmeni

4, A copy of the official appeal form can be obtained from:

b} accompanied by
e - astaiement sefting out the grounds of appeal;

®  supporting. documentation which is refened 0 in the appeal and s nol avaﬂabie o the relevant Cempeient

Authority;

o 3 statement that the appellant has cemphed wzth regulation 62 (2) or {3} together with copies of the notices

referred 1o in reguiation 62,
e the prescribed appeal fee, if any.

See authorisation cover lettsr.
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Department; :
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REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Environmental Authorisation

Authorisation register number: | 12/12/20/1188
Last amended:

Holder of authorisation: Eskom Hblding.s Lifni?ed
Location of activity: - Farm De Paarl 246 KP, Moses
| Kotane Local Municipality,

North West Province
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Department of Environmental Affairs Avthorisation Reg, No, 12/12/20/1188

Decision
The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information avallable to it and subject 1o
compliance with the congitions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should
pe authorised to underiake the activily specified below.

Detalls regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are sel Ut in
Annexire 1.

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers cos'}ferreﬁ on i by the National Environmental Managaméni Act 1998
(Act No. 107 of 1988) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2008 the

Department hereby authorises -
Eskom Haoldings Limited
with the following contact details —

Ms Mmamoloke Seabs
Eskom Holdings Limited
PO Box 1097
Johannesburg

200

Tel:  {011) 800 2345 o
Fax.  (011) 800 3917 |
E-mail. seabsim@eskom.co.za

to undertake the following activity / activities (hereafter referred 1o 28 “the activity™):

GN R. 387 Activity 1{i): The construction of facilities or infrasiructure, inci-ucii-hg assotiated
structures or infrastructure, for the transmission and distribution of above ground electricty

with a capacity of 120 kilovolls or more.

GN R, 387 Actvity 20 Any ﬁeveiopméni activity, including associaled structures and

infrastructure, where the total area of the developed area is, or is intended to be, 20 heciares _

or more. _
T {_g_jf;(o‘i- |
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Dep&ﬁmen-i of Environmental Affairs Authorisation Reg. No, 12/ 12/20/1188

GN R. 386 Activity 7: The above ground storage of a dangerous good, including petrol, diesel,
liqm{i ?é’{mieum gas or paraffin, in containers wi;h a combined capacity of mors than 30 cubie
metres but less than 1 000 cubic metres al any one location or site.

BN R. 386 Activity 12 The transformation or removal of indigenous vegetation of 3 hectares
or more or of any size where the transformation or removal would ocour within a eriticalty
endangered or an endangered ecosystem listed in terms of seclion 52 of the National
Environmenial Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004).

GM R. 386 Activity 14: The construction of masts of any material or typs and of ary height,
including those used for telecommunication bmadcastmg and radio transmission, but
excluding - o '
| {a)ymasts of 16 metres and lower exclusively used
{i} by radio amateurs; or
{ii) for lighting purposes
{b} fiag poles; and
{c) fighining conductor polas,

GN R. 386 Activity 18: The construction of a road that is wider than 4 metres or thatl has a
reserve wider than 8 meires, excluding roads that fall within the ambit of another listed activity
or which are access roads of less than 30 metres long.

GN R. 386 Activity 18(a): The transformation of undeveloped, vacant pr derelict land 1o
establish Infill development covering an area of 5 hectares or miors, but fess than 20 hectares.,

The construction of a switching station and associated infrastruciure, consisting of the
oilowing: four {4) terminal pylons, six (8) bay double busbar, auxiliary 132/22kV 10MVA
transformer, @ 400 litre oil dam, 8 16m x 18m-control room, communication mast, dirt road for
site access, a ﬁoﬁd light in one comer and a fence around ihé switc??ing sigtion.

The study area falls on the farm De Paarl 246 KP in the jurisdiction of the Moses Kotane
Local Municipality, North West Prm#ince, hereafler referrad to as “the property”.

The granting of this environmental authorisation is subjett to the conditions set out below,

U&\H\ﬁ%
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Pepariment of Environmental Affairs Authorsation Reg. No, 12/12/20/ 1188

Conditions

Scope of authorisation

1.1 Authorisation of the'aciivity is subject 1o the conditions contained in this authorisation,
which form part of the environmental autharisation and are binding on the holder of
ihe authorisation. _ :

127 The holder of the authorisation shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the
conditions contained in this envirpnmental authorisation. This includes any péreon
acting on the holder's behalf, including but not fimited o, an agent, servant,

cContracior, sub-contracior, empit}yeia consultant or ;}erson rendermg a service 1o ihﬁ
holder of the authorisation, _

1.3 The activity authorised may oniy be carried out at the properly (srieifocaiﬁy a iemai;va '

| B) a5 described above and as shown on the layout plan of the Envtma*zmeﬁtai fmpact
Report, dated July 2009 o _

1.4 Any changes to, or deviatlons from, the 'pmject dascription set put in this authorisation
must be approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations
may be effected, In assessing whather o grant such apbmvaf or not, i‘i‘ie Depariment
may reguest sush information as i deems necessary to evaluate the significance and
impacts of such changes or deviations and it may be necessary for the holder of the
authorisation to apply for further authorisation in terms of the regulations,

1.5 Thizs activity must commence within a period of five (5) yoars from the date of issue.
¥ commencemaent of the activity does not ocour within that perind, the authorisation

iapses and & new application for environmental authorisation must be made i order
for the aclivity t0 be underiaken,
1.6 This .auﬁ’inrisaﬁm} doss not s*:egafte the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to
comply  with any nther sta%utozy rsqurremenis thet may be appimbie 1] ’the
" undertaking of the activity. '
1.8.1 Relavani legislation that must be complied with by the holder of this
authorisation includes, infer alla:
»  The requirements of Chapter I, Saction 38(1), {3) and (7) of the National
Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act 25 of 1999), including the comments
and recommendations of the relevant heritage resources. suthorty
responsible for the area in which the development is proposed. '
» Provisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1903 (Act 85 |
of 1993).
»  Provisions of the National Waler Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1&98),
»  Provisions of the Nationaj Forests Act, 1998 (Act No. 122 of 1988).

et
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Depariment of Environmental Affoirs Authorisolion Reg. Mo, 12/12/207) 188

s Provisions of the National Environmental Management; Biodiversﬁy Act,
2004 (Act 10 of 2004). _
= Provisions of the National Environmerial #Management; Prctecte{i Arpas
- Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003) and its Regulations.
= Provisions of the National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008
(Act 59 of 2008). |

Appeal of authorisation

1.7

18

The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered interesied and sffected

- parly, in wriling and within ten (10} calendar days, of receiving nolice of the

Depariment's decision to authorise the activity.

The notification referred to In 1.7 must — .

1.8.1  specify the date on which the authorisation was issued; _

1.8.2 inform the interesied and affected parly of the appeal procedure provided for

: ~ in Chapter 7 of the regulations;

1.8.3  advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will
be furnished on request: ang

1.8.4  give the reasons for the decision,

Management of the activity

1.9

The dréft anvironmenia rﬁanagemen% plan (EMP) submitted together with the

Environmental impact Report dated July 2008 has besn approved. The final sie

specific (preferred site) Environmental Ma_nageréem Plan ("EMP") for construction

which fulfils the requirements of this authorisation must be compiled and submitted to

the Department for approval before the construction process commence. The EMP

must comply with regulation 34 of the EIA regulations, 2008 and must include, but

not be limited o the following:

. A site specific plan for erosion control during construction. maintenance and
operational phases of the project |

» A plan for rehabilitation of all areas 1o be disturbad during the construction
phase of the project. Only indigenous plants may be ulilised for rehabilitation.

? - Management and rehabiliiation of access roads to individual construction
areas that wifl not bemme-peﬁnansnt'roads upon completion of construction.

° A site specific plan for the protection of indigenous végataséora where
construction activities will 1ake place.

® A sensitivity map showing sll sensitive features in ralation 1o the final site.

%\\ﬂ\G A
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Depadment of Environmentol AHairs Authordsafion Reg, No. 12/12/20/1188

@ Construction workers must be informed that the intentional killing of any
animal is not permitted. Employees must be lrained on how 1o deal with
fauna species. Should an animal be encountered on the site and it needs io
be removed, a specialist must be called in to safely relocate the animal i the
Eskom Environmental Praciitioner or ECO s not able to. Environmental
induction tré-ining must include dealing safely with wild animals on site,
espacially animals such as snakes and other repliles that often generaie

fear.

110 The provisions of the EMP are an extension of the conditions of the environmental
authorisation (EA) and therefore non-compliance with the EMP would constxiuie nof-
comphance with the EA,

111 The EMP must form part of the éontraqim’s tender documentation for ali contraciors
working on the project and must be endorsed contraciually.

Monltoring

N The.agmicaﬂi must appoint a suilably sxperisnced Environmental Control Officer

~ (ECO) for the construction phase of the development that will have the responaibility

o ensure thal the miligationfrehabilijation measures and recommendations referred

i0 in this authorisation are implementesd and to ensure complianca with the provigions

of the EMP. _

1121 The ECO shall be appointed before commencemsnt of any land clearing or
constuction activities. _ -

1.12.2 The ECO shall keep record of all activities on site, problems identified,
transgressions noted and a task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO.

1.12.3 The ECO shall remain employed untit all rehabilitation hweasures as raquired
for zmpiamentakan due to condtruction damags, are campieﬁeﬁ and the s:ie is
reagy for operation,

1.12.4 Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kapt on site and made
available for inspection to any relevant and competent autheri{y in respect of
this development.

Recording and reporting to the Department

113 The holder of the auAhorisation must submit an environmental audii report to ihs
Department upon completion of the construction and rehabiliation activiies, The
environmenial audit report must —
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eparimont of Environmenial Affoirs authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/2071188

1.13.1 Indicale the date of the audit, the nama of the auditor and the outcome of the
audit in terms of compliance with the anvironmental authorisation conditions
as well as the requirements of the approved final EMP.

1.13.2 Records relating 10 monitoring and auditing® must be kept o site and made
available for inspection to any relevant and competent authority in respect of
this development. '

Commencement of the activity

1.14

1.15

1,96

The authorised aciivityfies shall not commence thhm thirty (39) days of the date of
signature of the aulhorisation,
Should you be notified by the minister of 2 suspension of the authorisation pending

- appeal procedures, you shall not commence with the activilyfies unl es5s auihoﬂsed by

the minisier in writing.

Thirty (30) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity wil
commence. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes sito
preparation. The notice must include a date on which it s anticipated that the activity
will commence. This notificalion period may coincide with the period conlamplated in
1.14 above, '

Operation of the activity

117

Fourteen {14} days written notice must be gwen io the De;}artment that the activity
aperational phase wili cmnmence

Site closure and decommissioning

1.18

1.19

1.20

Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the applicant shall undertake
the required actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with af
relevant tegal requirements administered by any relevant and ocmgaienz authority at
that ime.

- Bpecific Conditions

No construction a(:t;vmes {nc}udmg vegetatm Glearmg, exoava‘t;ﬁns consfmcmn
CHTDS, access roads, soi stmkp;img and material storage) must take place within
fiver banks, wetlands and drainage channels. _

Should any heritage resources be exposed during the excavation for the purpose of
construction, construction in the vicinity of the finding must be stopped. A regisiered

Hl 1

i
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Depariment of Enviconmeniot AHfairs Authorsaiion Reg, No. 12/12/20/1188

1.21

122

1.23

1,24

.25

1.28

127

1.28

hériiége _spaciaﬁst must be called to the site for mspection. Under no circumstances
shall a-ﬁy herétég'e material be destroyed or removed from the site. The relevant
heritage resource agency must be informed about the finding.

Al areas 1o be disturbed during the construction® phase of the project must be
rehabilitated using only indigenous plants, including trees. This condition shauki'be
included in the final EMP and growth of replaced plantsfirees should bs mana’iﬂr@d
Protected frees found on the proposed site should be identified and perm;ta acquired
from the Depariment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Foresiry bafore coas’tmciion
begins.

All exotic' species should be eradicaled al the sites In order to reduce further
spreading. This should form part of the final EMP.

indigenous vegetation which does not interfers with the safe operation of the _
swifching station and power ling rust be Jeft undisturbed,

Waste containers must be provided on the construction szt@ as well as along the
#CCesSs routes 1o prevent fittering,

No graund water may be pollutad due to any activity on the site,

The oil dam is to be constructed and maintained according o Eék’om standards. A
copy of the standard document is to be included in the final EMP 1o be submitied to
DEA. _ _

Measures and standards contained in the Eskom documents "The safe use of
pesticides and. herbicides™ and "Transmission servilude gates standard” should be

" gdhered o,

General Conditlons

129

1.39

A copy of this authorisation must be kept at the property whare the activityfé% will be
undertzken, The authorisation must be produced fo any authorised official of the

_ E}@pzartmant who requests o see it arid must be made available for inspection by any

empioyee or agent of the holder of the auihaﬁsaiaon who works or undsriakes work at

- the property.

thre any of the applicant’s mmact details change, including the name of the
responsible person, the physical or postal address andior ielephonic delails, the
applicant muai notify the Departrnent as soon as the néw delails bacome known
the applicant. : _

The holder of the authorisation must notify the Depariment, in writing and within 48
{forty eight) hours, i any condition of this authorisation cannot be of is not aghered to.
Any notification in terms-of this condition must be accompanied by rassons for the
non-compliance. Non-compliance with a condition of this authorisation may resull in

* criminal prosecution or other actions provided for in the National Epvironmental

Mgﬁggemeni Act, 1998 and the reguiations. . ' g XX\G%
. . . }i k N

<
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Depariment of Environmental Affais Authorisalion Reg, No. 12/12/20/1188

1.32  National _go#emmeni, provincial government, local sulhoriies or mmmiﬂeéé
appointed in lerms of the conditions of this authorisation or any other public authority -
shall not be held responsible for any damages or losses suffered by the applicant of
his successor in title-in any instance where consirudtion or operation subsequent to
construction be temporarily or permanently stopped for reasons of non-comphance by
the applicant with the conditions of authorisation as set out in this docurient or any
other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of authorisation. |

Dato of environmental authorisation:  /( onu&m bay 0oy

2@ MoCourt
Lhief Director: Environmental impact Management
Department of Environmental Affairs
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Depariment of Envifonménial Affaics Avihorisaton Reg. No, 12/12/20/1188

Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

=

4. Background

The applicant, Eskom Holdings applied for authorisation 1o carry out the following activities —

GN R. 387 Aciivity {l): The vonstruction of faciliies or infrastructure, including associated

structures or infrastructure, for the ransmission and distribution of above ground sleciricily
with a capagity of 120 kilovolls or more,

GN R, 387 Activity 2: Any development activity, including associated étructufes and
infrastructure, where the total area of the developed area is, or i intended io be, 20 hectares
oF More.

GN R, 386 Activity 7; The above ground storage of 2 dangerous good, including petrol, diessl,
liquid peiroleum gas or paraffin, in containers with a combined capaeity of mare than 30 cubie

matres but less than 1 000 cubic metres at any ona location or site.

GN R, 386 Activity 12:  The transformation or removal of indigenous vegetation of 3 hectares
or more or of any size where the transformation or ramoval would ocour within a critically
endangered or an endsngered ecosysiém listed in terms of section 52 of the Nationai
Environmental Management: Biodiveraity Act, 2004 (AGt MNo. 10 of 2004).

GN R 385 Activity 14: The consfruction of masis of any material or type and of any height,

intluding those used for islecommunication broadcasting and radio iransmission, but -

exciuding - _ _

" (a) masis of 15 metres and lower exclusively used
(i) by radio amataurs; or ' '
{it} for lighting purposes

{b} flag poles; and .

{c) lightning conducior poles.

GN R. 386 Activity 15: The construclion of a road that is wider than 4 metres or that has &
reserve wider than 6 metres, excluding roads that fall within the ambit of another listed activity
or which are access roads of less than 30 metres fong.

GN R. 388 Activity 18(a) The transformation of undeveioped, vacant or derslict land fo
establish infill development covering an area of 5 hectares or mare, but less than 20 hectares.

(o107
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Departrent of Environmental Affais Authorsalion Reg. No, 12/ 12{20} 1188

The construction of a swiiching stalion and associated infrastructure, consisting of the
following: four {(4) terminal pyions, six {68) bay double busbar, awdliary 132/22kV 10MVA
transformer, a 400 litre oll dam, 2 18m x 15m control room, communication mast, diri road for

site actess, a fload light in one corner and a fence around thé switching station,

The applicant appointed NEMA! Consulting 1o undertake 3 scoping prdcess and to é:@mpiie an
Environmental Impact Assessment Reporl (EIR) as required by roguiation 27 of the ElA
Reguiations, 2008.

2. Information congidered in making the decision

in reaching its decision, the Department look, infer alis, the following into consideration -

a}
b}
€}

dy

The information contained in the EIR dated July 2009; -

The spscialist studies contained in the EIR dated July 2009,

The comments received from interested and affecied pames a3 included in the EIR
dated July 2009; and _

The cb}eﬁiw&s arg requ'remeﬁis of relevant iegistatim policies and guidelines,
mctudmg section 2 of the National Environmental Managemen% Adt, 1988 {Ant No
107 of 1988).

3. Keyfactors considered in making the decision

All information presented io the Dapariment was teken o account in' the Department’s

consideration of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department's view,

were of the m%i significance is set out below

a)

b)

Details provided ef the quialifications of the FAP indicate that the EAP is wmp@ient
10 carry out the smpmg and environmental impact assessment proceduras.

_The EIR dated July 2008 inciuded = description of _thua envifonment that may be

affected by the activity and the manner in which the physical, biological, social,
aconomic and cultural aspects of the environment may be affected by the proposed
clivity. _

The Scoping Report dated August 2008 identified all lagisiation ahd_ guidelines that
have been considered in the preparation of the FIR and the iegislation  and
guidsiines that will be considered in the preparalion of the Environmental Impact

- Assessment,

4

The proposed methodology used in assessing the potential impacts identified in the
EiR dated July 2008 and the proposed spscialint studies have been adeguatsly

ingicated. - ’ [{( {0@;}’
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Deparment of Environmeniol Afiars Authorsaiion feg, No. 12/12/20/1188

&) The applicant has met the rsqﬁirements of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) -
as per ihe EIA regulations, 2008. _

fy A detailed public paricipation process was underiaken and the consultant has
salisfied the minimum requirements as prescribed in the EIA reguiations, 2006 for
public involvement,

g) The need and desirability of the activity.

h} The potential impacts on the environmant by ihe proposed powér line and
substation, '

Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Dapariment made the |

following findirgs -

a)

)

f}

g}

The geohydrological invastigation concluded that site C is the least preferred of the
three siles, due to it being directly underlain with dolomite. Site B was found 1o be the
pfeferrad sia,

The vegetalion assessment found that site B s the praferred site, dus to the high
degree of agricultural usage on site € and the high dansily of protecied trees found on
site A The vegelation type of all three sites falls within a transitional ecotone betwesn
the Madikm Dolomite Bushveld and the Dwaalboom Thornveld. Vegetation has
largely retained the species composition typical of the two vegeiaimn iypes bt some
transformaﬁm has taken piaca due to grazing.

Two orotected ires -sg:ae{:aes were found on the sites — Combrefum imberbe
(Leadwood) and Sclerocarya birea subsp caffra (Marula). No red data fist species
wers found on the sites and none were axpected fo oocur. Seven exotic spscies in
intal were found on the three sites ' _

The faunal assessment revealed no red data list species but the sites do potentially
offer suitable habitat for various red data list fauial species. The species identified
with the highast probability of ocourrence are Tafera}e%umgaszar {Bushveld Gerbil},
Elgphantulus brachyrhynchus (Shorksnouted Elephani-shrew), Gyps cgpfoz'fésfes :
{Cape Vuliure) and Poleraeius ﬂsifféasus_ {Martial Eagle).

Bird collisians and electroculions are not envisaged, since the lines assotiated with
the construgiion of the switching siation will span a distance of less than 400 melres
betwesn the switching station and the existing lines. | _

Al thres sites were found to be of low importance in terms of heritage resources and
no indieation of resources with heritage value, as defined In the National Heritage
Resources Act {Act 25 of 1999) was found on any of the three alternative sites.

From a socio-economic perspective no signiflcan! negative impacls were found,
Paositive impacts would include improved electricity supply 1o the Dwaalboom PPC
plant, resulting in uninterrupted operation and subsequently. greater profijabliity and

(bt (faty
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job security for employess and limited temporary job creation for unskilled reszdenis in
the area. There would also be some foss of grazing land. _

The switching station and related infrasiructure wauid be visibié from the road.
Howsver, a power line network already exists in the® siudy area, Ti’se swilching station
would not be visible from any houses if consiructed on site B, '

No rivers, wetlands or ridges were fﬁund on s:te

Due to the high clay content of the soil the area is not suitable for cu ivation. Afi three
sites arg currently being used for grazing,

The need for the proposed construction of the new swilching station and associated
infrastructure has been clearly demonstrated. : _

The construction of this switching stalion will enable Eskorn to meet the current and
future electricity demands of the Dwaalboom PPC plant,

The information contained in the EIR dated July 2000 is aceurate and credible.

The procedure fe Bowed for the . Jmpact asgessment is adequaie for the decision-
making prooess. '

All legal and procedural requirements have beeﬂ met.

There has been sufficient consultation with 18APs.

The identification and assessment of impacis are detailed in the EIR datad Judy 2008,

 Suff cient assessment of the main identified issues and impacts have baen mm;}leied

The propossed miligation of impacts idemrfaed and assessed; adsguately curiail the
ideniified impacis.
The proposed developmeant is compatible with the proposed site for the development.

in view of the above, the Department is satisfiad that, subject lo compliange with. the
conditions contained in the ervironmenial authorisation, the proposed aclivity will not conflict
with the general ubjecti_ves of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapler 5 of
the National Environmental Mansgement Act, 1988 and thal any .poientiaﬁy detrimental
environmental impacts resuiting from the proposed activity can be mitigated to accepiable

levels, The application is acsord;ngly granted.
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